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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 20-A: EDUCATION

Chapter 211: ATTENDANCE

§5021-A. STANDARDS FOR PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN EQUIVALENT INSTRUCTION PROGRAMS IN
PRIVATE SCHOOLS

A school administrative unit shall conform to the following standards in making public school resources
and services available to a student enrolled in an equivalent instruction program. For the purposes of this
section, "student enrolled in an equivalent instruction program" means a student otherwise eligible to attend
school in that school administrative unit, including a student who resides in the unorganized territory, when
the student is enrolled in an equivalent instruction program in a private school that is recognized as an
equivalent instruction alternative under section 5001-A, subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (1), division
(b). [2013, c. 428, §1 (AMD).]

1. Participation in cocurricular activities.  A student enrolled in an equivalent instruction program
is eligible to participate in cocurricular activities sponsored by the local school unit as long as the following
requirements are met.

A. The student or the student's parent or guardian, on behalf of the student, applies in writing to and
receives written approval from the principal of the school or the principal's designee. The principal or
the principal's designee may withhold approval only if the school does not have the capacity to provide
the student with the opportunity to participate in the cocurricular activity. If approval is withheld, the
principal or the principal's designee must provide a written explanation to the student or the student's
parent or guardian stating the reason or reasons for the decision to withhold approval. [2013, c.
428, §2 (AMD).]

B. The student agrees to meet established behavioral, disciplinary, attendance and other rules applicable
to all students. [2011, c. 456, §1 (NEW).]

C. The private school the student attends does not provide the same cocurricular activity. [2013, c.
428, §3 (NEW).]

[ 2013, c. 428, §§2, 3 (AMD) .]

2. Participation in extracurricular and interscholastic activities.  A student enrolled in an equivalent
instruction program is eligible to try out for extracurricular and interscholastic activities sponsored by the
local school unit as long as the following requirements are satisfied.

A. The student applies for and receives written approval from the principal of the school or the
principal's designee, who may withhold such approval only if the school does not have the capacity to
provide the student with the opportunity to participate in the extracurricular or interscholastic activity.
If approval is withheld, the principal or the principal's designee must provide a written explanation to
the student or the student's parent or guardian stating the reason or reasons for the decision to withhold
approval. [2013, c. 428, §4 (AMD).]

B. The student agrees to abide by rules of participation equivalent to those applicable to regularly
enrolled students participating in the activity and provides evidence that the rules of participation are
being met. [2011, c. 456, §1 (NEW).]

C. The student complies with the same physical examination, immunization, insurance, age and
semester eligibility requirements as regularly enrolled students participating in the activity. All required
documentation must be made available upon request by the local school unit. [2011, c. 456, §1
(NEW).]
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D. The student meets academic standards equivalent to those established for regularly enrolled students
participating in the activity and provides evidence that the academic standards are being met. [2011,
c. 456, §1 (NEW).]

E. The student abides by the same transportation policy as regularly enrolled students participating in the
activity. [2011, c. 456, §1 (NEW).]

F. The private school the student attends does not provide the same extracurricular or interscholastic
activity. [2013, c. 428, §5 (NEW).]

[ 2013, c. 428, §§4, 5 (AMD) .]
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